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EASTER MESSAGES of HOPE
Pope Francis – Queen Elizabeth

Pope Francis – from his homily at the Easter Vigil 2020
“It is the day of the Easter Triduum that we tend to neglect as we eagerly await the passage from Friday’s
cross to Easter Sunday’s Alleluia.This year, however, we are experiencing, more than ever, the great silence
of Holy Saturday. We can imagine ourselves in the position of the women on that day.
“They, like us, had before their eyes the drama of suffering, of an unexpected tragedy that happened all
too suddenly. They had seen death and it weighed on their hearts. Pain was mixed with fear: would they
suffer the same fate as the Master? Then too there was fear about the future and all that would need to be
rebuilt. A painful memory, a hope cut short. For them, as for us, it was the darkest hour.”
“Tonight we acquire a fundamental right that can never be taken away from us: the right to hope. It is a
new and living hope that comes from God. It is not mere optimism; it is not a pat on the back or an empty
word of encouragement.
“It is a gift from heaven, which we could not have earned on our own. Over these weeks, we have kept
repeating, “All will be well”, clinging to the beauty of our humanity and allowing words of encouragement
to rise up from our hearts. But as the days go by and fears grow, even the boldest hope can dissipate. Jesus’
hope is different. He plants in our hearts the conviction that God is able to make everything work unto
good because even from the grave he brings life.”

Pope Francis – Urbi et Orbi Message – Easter Sunday 2020
Dear brothers and sisters, Happy Easter!
Today the Church’s proclamation echoes throughout the world: “Jesus Christ is risen!” – “He is truly risen!”.
Like a new flame this Good News springs up in the night: the night of a world already faced with epochal
challenges and now oppressed by a pandemic severely testing our whole human family. In this night, the
Church’s voice rings out: “Christ, my hope, is risen!” (Easter Sequence).
This is a different “contagion”, a message transmitted from heart to heart – for every human heart awaits
this Good News. It is the contagion of hope: “Christ, my hope, is risen!”. This is no magic formula that
makes problems vanish. No, the resurrection of Christ is not that. Instead, it is the victory of love over the
root of evil, a victory that does not “by-pass” suffering and death, but passes through them, opening a path
in the abyss, transforming evil into good: this is the unique hallmark of the power of God.
The Risen Lord is also the Crucified One, not someone else. In his glorious body he bears indelible wounds:
wounds that have become windows of hope. Let us turn our gaze to him that he may heal the wounds of an
afflicted humanity. [The Holy Father continued to describe many situations of need in the world today]
…… Indifference, self-centredness, division and forgetfulness are not words we want to hear at this time.
We want to ban these words for ever! They seem to prevail when fear and death overwhelm us, that is,
when we do not let the Lord Jesus triumph in our hearts and lives. May Christ, who has already defeated
death and opened for us the way to eternal salvation, dispel the darkness of our suffering humanity and
lead us into the light of his glorious day, a day that knows no end.

Queen Elizabeth II – Easter Message 2020
As darkness falls on the Saturday before Easter Day, many Christians would normally light candles
together. In church, one light would pass to another, spreading slowly and then more rapidly as
more candles are lit. It’s a way of showing how the good news of Christ’s resurrection has been
passed on from the first Easter by every generation until now.
This year, Easter will be different for many of us, but by keeping apart we keep others safe. But
Easter isn’t cancelled; indeed, we need Easter as much as ever. The discovery of the risen Christ on
the first Easter Day gave his followers new hope and fresh purpose, and we can all take heart from
this. We know that Coronavirus will not overcome us. As dark as death can be — particularly for
those suffering with grief —light and life are greater. May the living flame of the Easter hope be a
steady guide as we face the future.
I wish everyone of all faiths and denominations a blessed Easter.

